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at the Battle of Courtrai, had migrated in the latter half of the fifteenth centurv. The town had been devastated by religious iconoclasts in 1566 ; immediately afterwards it had been pillaged by the ferocious soldiers of Alva arid Parma; four times it had been taken by the French in the seventeenth century. This Winchester of the Low Countries was now added to the list of cities the ruins of which will attest to posterity the character of the German people and its rulers. ^ Alexander the Great," said Voltaire, " founded more cities in Asia than the other conquerors of that continent have destroyed." William II. will be remembered, not for the towns which he founded in Europe, but for those which he reduced to ashes.
To return to our narrative of these final days of the battle. Sunday, the 15th, saw a very distinct slackening in the enemy's efforts, though on our side it was marked by a retaking of the remainder of the positions lost the day before. A German prisoner declared that this day had been fixed for a renewed assault by the enemy, but that the heavy nature of the previous day's losses had determined them to await reinforcements; and on Monday, the ICth, this section of the front relapsed into a peace it had not known for a month. Then on the 17th there was another and last spurt,
made chiefly by the XV. Corps. Three attacks were delivered to the east and southeast of Ypres, and the first attack met with such success as can be claimed for the occupation of trenches out of which our troops had been previously driven by shell fire. But the gain was a very short-lived one ; a brilliant counter-stroke with the bayonet sent the Germans scuttling out and back 500 yards to the rear. The second attempt ended in their leaving 1,200 dead outside a length of 500 yards of the British front; and the third was soon repulsed by shell fire. These abortive efforts may be regarded as the final nicker of the mighty attempt to push through to Calais ; though, a day or two later, German activity on our left wing seemed to indicate a further attempt to-reach the desired goal by the coast road. But this, too, flickered out.
The succeeding days passed uneventfully. Bat in using the word let us avoid any misconception upon the reader's part as to its meaning, by quoting from one of " Bye Witness's""" dispatches, dealing with the same period. u What is now considered uneventful," he writes, " is not so in the peace sense of the word. It merely signified that no active operation of any special vigoar by either side has stood out from the background of artillery bombardment. This continaes day and night
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